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Dynamic Duo

A special note of
hanks to Senator Betty

act seemed to be slip-
ping away our two leg-

slative leaders

commitment
R o funding for lift op~
: which  will
permit construction to

B l)egin.

erations

County Crisis
A first wave of layoffs and
budget cuts is expected to
take effed in Warren
BB ot L Julg L Sofor 22
B ositions have been elimi-

B iocted Significant addi-
B tional reductions will be

§ necessary to avoid a deuble
- digit tax increase as the
county grapples with deht
R service ismes and reduc

B tions in state fanding,

Short Takes

Supe

Highway
Savings

Town Highwaq

Superintenden

Dan Hitcheock and
the Town Board
have agreed to ro

fill a highwﬂg POsi-
‘tion recently +va-
cated by resigna-
tion on a year round
Lasis, Ipstead, the
position  will  be
filled during the
Spow  season Dn].'g
Estimated budget
savings for  this
chazge is $12.0000

annually,.

Parck Grant

Summer will see the
fi.mt' tangible gﬂed‘s of §
the Ski Bowl Pask
Grant with fesurdac-
ing of the town tennis
courts Town resident
Kelly Nesle is assist-
ing with implementa-
tion of the grant

ZEO Opening

The Town board will
e interviewing to fill
the position of Zoning
Foforcement  Officer
Theopeninawas cre—
ated by the resigna~
tiom of Ed Tutte
Thank you to Ed for his
hard wor in a difficult
position.

’ | |
rvisor s Report

We’re Back!

After an unnerving roller coaster ride which first saw the Ski Bowl In-
terconnected tabled by the ORDA Board and finaﬂg approved on Fri-
day, May 8, cur region seems poised on the edge of fulfilling its destiny to
create a sustainable economic environment based on our attributes as a
ski community.

[t omly tock GO years.

The long dreamed of connection between Gore and the Ski Bowl is an
event of economic consequence that is hard to measure. The project will
create and save local jobs, continue momentum in the Mountain's devel-
opment, making it Oth laxgest east of the Mississippi and sustain the local
business community that has hung on through the hardest of timas. One
New York State Comptroller's analysis concluded that the interconnect
would stimulate the local economy bq bLrining as moch as $4.7 million
annually.

A recent study conducted by the Adirondack Association of Towns and
Villaaes identified the Park largely as struggling with a slow death as
youth abandon it and business growth is largely wnheard of. The report
further concluded that the aging residents of the Park were poor, had
difficalty in qualifying for mortgages and faced significant everyday

' clxa]lenses.

In the face of this economic reality stands the interconnect. Some resi-
dents oppose various developments or proposals that will also change our
local landscape. The beauty of the interconnect is in viewing it as a sepa-
rate identifiable asset apart from other projects which can be reviewed
and ultimately supporied or opposed on their own merits.

Bringing skiers to Little Gore means they will no longer bypass our
business district. It means onr local ecopomy may stabilize. Tom
“Buckshot” Butler said to me a few months hack that our area is more
used to the cunvent economic difficulties becanso the Adirondacks never
came out of the Great Depression. Perhaps the interconnect finally offers
financial stability, creates an environment that Junior might wish to re-
turn to after college and permits us to retain and Arow services (medjcul,
pharmaceautal and recreational) that will ehance our quality of life.

Iromically, the interconnect will in some ways return our community to
its status just before the Second World War when a New York City
newspaper reviewed onr region as the St. Moritz of Ameorica. As Laurie
Aurnheiter points out, back then there were a half dozen groceny stores,
several doctors and & booming commercial environment. Or maybe the
project helps fulfill the promise of 1963 when so many thought the state
ski center would salve all, (We re Back, cort on back)




Beach News

Plans are underway for the opening of the Town Beach. Town
Engineer Jim Hutchins has been assisting town officials with a
plan to keep water levels consistently high enough for installation
of the dock and more use of this resource.

Lodge Renovation

Work is unclerwag to renovate the red enclosed pavilion in
Ski Bowl Park. When completed lator this summer, the ex~
panded facility will help house the town youth program, be
available for community nse and during winter months will serve

asaski loc]ge for ORDA.
Sodom Field Improvements

The Town Board in conjunction with the parks department is
planning improvements at the baseball field in Sodom. These
would include ]:xinging electrical service to the snack bar/, gazebo
and restaining of the gazebo.

Parks Work/Highway Workers

The parks department under Matt Olden is at work on
town parks and also maintaining and mowiﬁg the town's
cemeteries. Rather than ]:)ringing, on two temporary work~
ers as in past years, the town board and town highway su-
perintendent Dan Hitchcock have agreed to temporarily
move two ]:ighwa.g workers to the parlc‘s department. The
money saved by this move will go to the highway budget
to help with additional equipment expenses.

Highway Balance

The town highway commitiee consisting of council-
men Gene Arsenault and Arnold Stevens have been
meeting with highway superintendeqt Dan Hitch-
cock to attempt to clevelop a long range plan for the
town roads. Each year the town receives CHIPS
funding from the State of New York. Deciding how
best to use these funds is a key issme. While many
roads are in a poor con&itiou, the cast to pave has
become exorbitant. For example, according to re-
search done by Superintendent Hitcheock, the total
cost to pave 13 mile long Durkin Road is
$44g.6?500 At the same time restoring the Li5h~
way fleet is an imperative as well. A general discus-
sion of these matters aimed at striking the appropri-
ate balance is planned for the June 16 board meeting
at the town library. If you have an interest in Lig]:\—
way issues and Iona range planning, this would he a
Aood meeting to attend and provide the town hoard
and hiahwag superintendent with your input and

ideas.

Moving Toward Cell Service

Major strides have been made in an effort to secure cell service
for the redion.

Initially, several cell companies evalnating the best sites for
cell tower installation had identified town owned land in Ski
Bowl Park as providing the best location for maximum service.

Recentlg the Town has been working with a new company, [n-
dependent Towers, who has significant experience in cell tower
installation within the Adirondack Park. Omne result of this
switch has been a greater depth of service and experience and a
more streamlined process.

An enfineering review of sites in North Creek concluded con-
trary to prior studies, that the best locations for maximum service
reward are not on town land at all, but rather on several private}.g
owned parcels. If a Jease agreement can be reached between the
cell company and the private owners, an expedited process is
anticipated The advantage is that less legal wark is required on
the private parcels and because these parcels are within hamlet
desiana{:ed zoning classifications, less riaic] APA review would be
necessary.

Securing service for the hamlet of North Creek, portions of
Poaceinl Valley Iot iz thousht ¢o L

lot cugat to he
the best sirategy to attract a national carrier to the area.

Gore parking

After an initial tower in North Creelr.. a network of towers could
expand coverage to blanket our town. It would be anticipated
that a tower covering Wevertown and reaching in a westerly di-
rection toward the hamlets of Johnshurg and Bakers Mills would
follow up the North Creek installation.

Trail Cut Scheduled

With ORDA's commitment to the interconnect project, visible sigas of
the project will appear quickly on the local horizon.

On May 26,2009, trail cutting will begin from the base of the Bumt
Ridge Pod. The cutting will move upward and across the mountain, nlti-
mately ending at the Ski Bowl Summit. This trail will constitute the in-
terconnect from the Ski Bowl to Gore.

Thereafter, cutting will occur in the Ski Bowl proper.

Waiver I1

Legal reviewis underway which will nltimately permit the Town

of Johnsburg to take title to additional historic ski trails at the
Ski Bowl. Under the master agreement with Front Street the
Town will convey to Front Street a small wetland buffer parcel
and l)ui]cllng rights. In exc]:anae, the Town will receive the his-
toric Hudson trail, Hudson Bypass and Thruwag frails.

{Were Back cont)
Rarely do projects come along which promote economic growth
and are consistent with environmental and historic concerns. The
interconnect is such a project. [t is certainly our future, but look~

ing guite closely, it is also our past,




